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New York State in 1988, the fire tower has 
been fully restored and continues to offer 
hikers incredible views of the Adirondack 
Mountains, Lake Champlain, and Vermont. 

In honor of the fire tower’s centennial, the 
Friends of Poke-O-Moonshine is hosting sev-
eral celebratory events including hikes up the 
mountain, a silent art auction, and live per-
formances. The organization, which was large-
ly responsible for the restoration of the fire 
tower, is dedicated to preserving Poke-O- 
Moonshine and to educating the public about 
the mountain and its surrounding areas. Their 
efforts have expanded public access to this 
special place and increased awareness of our 
region’s rich environmental history. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to join in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
the Poke-O-Moonshine fire tower. It is an im-
portant piece of the Adirondack Park and a 
symbol of the North Country’s long tradition of 
outdoor engagement. 
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HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Mr. Irwin Holland. 
Irv Holland was a brave and courageous man 
who served our country in a multitude of ways 
and will forever be remembered as a member 
of one of the great generations. 

Mr. Holland was born in 1917, eldest child 
to first generation immigrants. He grew up in 
New York where he graduated high school 
and attended night school but never graduated 
with a college degree. In 1943, he joined the 
United States Army Air Corps, and became an 
Army Air Corps navigator, eventually reaching 
the rank of Second Lieutenant. In the midst of 
World War II, and on his maiden mission, the 
navigational instruments on his B–17 failed. In 
the dark and over the ocean Mr. Holland led 
three B–17 airplanes to the Ashen Islands 
where they landed safely. After taking off from 
the Ashen Islands they continued to the Euro-
pean Theater and in June 1943 he and sev-
eral other crew members were shot down over 
Germany. Irv bailed out and was taken as a 
prisoner of war. He was a prisoner of war from 
June 13, 1943 to May 22, 1945, and endured 
difficult conditions in camp Stalag Luft 3— 
Sagan-Silesia, Bavaria, eventually moving to 
Nuremberg, Germany. Mr. Holland was liber-
ated by the Americans at the end of the war. 

After his release in 1945 from Prisoner of 
War Camp, he returned to the U.S. and short-
ly afterwards traveled to the west coast to 
begin a new chapter in his life. In 1947, he 
met and married Barbara Donner Schwartz 
and soon became the father of three. 

‘‘Irv’’ and Barbara moved to Fresno in 1952 
from the Bay Area and Irv established the 
Irwin Holland Advertising Agency. He was a 
community minded individual with involve-
ments in the civil rights movement, community 
education and the Jewish community, but poli-
tics was his real love and passion. Irwin Hol-
land was a political animal and felt a commit-
ment to participate and improve his commu-
nity. With that in mind, he ran for several polit-
ical offices in the San Joaquin Valley as well 

as becoming the advance man for every Na-
tional Democratic Candidate who traveled the 
Central Valley from the mid ’50’s to the end of 
the 1970’s, including John F. Kennedy (before 
his presidency), Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
Rose Kennedy, Pierre Salinger, Humbert 
Humphrey, and others. 

All during this time he was active in the 
Fresno Democratic Central Committee. From 
1962 to 1970 he served as Administrative As-
sistant for former California State Assembly-
man and Senator George Zenovich and in 
1974 Irv was named District Director for 
former U.S. Congressman John Krebs, serving 
at his pleasure for the two terms that Mr. 
Krebs was in office. 

In 1979, following a dream, Irwin and Bar-
bara moved to Jerusalem, Israel. Once they 
became established in Israel, Irv worked as a 
freelance writer, writing articles about his ex-
periences in Israel for the McClatchy News-
papers. While adapting to a new country and 
language Irv continued his community involve-
ment and was involved with the Americans 
and Canadians in Israel, Democrats Abroad, 
and the San Francisco Jewish Federation’s 
Office in Jerusalem for several years. 

After fully retiring he began his ‘‘personal 
campaign’’ to provide ‘‘behind the scenes’’ in-
sights about politics in the region to his friends 
and family at home. He forever felt that con-
nection between the place of his birth and his 
new home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize a mentor and a 
friend, Irv Holland. A gentleman, who felt the 
obligation to serve both his community and 
country of birth as well as his new-found 
home. He is survived by his wife of 69 years, 
Barbara, who still lives in Israel and their three 
children: Francine, Amy, and Robbie, their five 
grandchildren: David, Sarah, Rachel, Hannah, 
and Naomi, and their four great-grandchildren: 
Ami, Ophir, Arbel, and Ella. 
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Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, on Thursday, July 27, on Roll Call 
vote 414, I did not vote. Had I been present, 
it was my intention to vote NO. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SERGEANT 
ANDREW BRUCHER VETERANS 
OF FOREIGN WARS POST 5499 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to con-
gratulate Sgt. Andrew Brucher Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 5499, located in 
Kauneonga Lake, New York, which will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary on August 5, 2017. 

At its anniversary dinner, the Post will honor 
two very special people: Mrs. Mabel Brucher, 
a Gold Star Mother, and Mr. Raymond 
Jankowski, a veteran of the Second World 

War and founding Charter Member of Post 
5499. 

Post 5499 is named for Sgt. Andrew Carl 
Brucher, son of Leo and Mabel Brucher of 
Smallwood, New York. Sgt. Brucher was in-
ducted into the Army on November 8, 1965, 
arrived in Vietnam on January 6, 1967, and 
died on April 4, 1967, in Da Nang, Vietnam. 
Having served honorably, Sgt. Brucher was 
awarded the Purple Heart, National Defense 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with a Bronze 
Star, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. 

Honoring those who serve our nation should 
be a top priority for all Americans, and the 
VFW is an essential organization that fosters 
camaraderie among American veterans and 
advocates on their behalf. Congratulations to 
Post 5499 on this milestone anniversary. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NAVY YEO-
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HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, Navy Yeoman 3rd 
Class Edmund Ryan of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts was killed when the Japanese sank the 
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941. For 75 years, Yeoman Ryan 
was one of the nearly 400 sailors from that 
vessel whose identities were deemed ‘‘non-re-
coverable.’’ But thanks to the advancements in 
DNA testing and the efforts by the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, Yeoman 
Ryan’s remains have been finally identified. 
This was possible by matching the 
mitochondrial DNA to family members of the 
deceased. This achievement gives hope to the 
family members of the 26,000 
servicemembers from World War II that pos-
sibly they too can be identified. 

Next week, Yeoman Ryan will be interred in 
his final resting place at Arlington National 
Cemetery. On behalf of the First District of 
Massachusetts and the United States, we are 
eternally grateful for his service and sacrifice 
to his nation. And on this solemn occasion, I 
want to extend my best wishes to his family. 
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RECOGNIZING NORTHEAST 
GEORGIA’S STEM STUDENTS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor seventeen of northeast 
Georgia’s brightest high school students. The 
National Academy of Future Scientists and 
Technologists and the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists se-
lected these young scholars to represent the 
state of Georgia at their respective national 
conventions held in late June. 

Despite the fact that these students hailed 
from different parts of the district, they share 
a common interest in science and medical-re-
lated fields. Representing our state as dele-
gates gave them a chance to discuss their in-
terests and ideas—whether they involved be-
coming our nation’s next leading scientist or 
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becoming the brain power behind the next 
iPhone. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize the 
following outstanding young people: Omeka 
Bhatia, John Bradley, Justin Mayo, Tyrese 
Mcintosh, Andrew O’Brian, Thinh Pham- 
Hoang, David Tran, and Ana Woodsides for 
attending the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders. Additionally, Briana 
Bishop, Keah Gruduah, Andres Meza, Garrett 
Raxter, Angela Rivera, Lorenza Rojas-Gon-
zalez, Helen Viec, and Amber York have 
made northeast Georgia proud by attending 
the Congress of Future Medical Leaders. 

These talented students are carving out a 
future for STEM fields and will help lead the 
next generation of innovation in our country. I 
am honored to represent them in Congress, 
and I wish them the best as they run after 
their dreams. 
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CELEBRATING TONY ZAPATA 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Tony Zapata, who recently 
concluded his service as Commander of Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 4696 in 
East Los Angeles. As a representative of East 
LA in Congress, I have had the honor of get-
ting to know Tony over the years, especially in 
his capacity as the organizer of the annual 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day events at the 
Cinco Puntos intersection. 

Tony, a Vietnam veteran, comes from a 
family with deep military roots. His grandfather 
served in World War I, his father and two 
brothers served in WWII, two of his uncles 
served in Korea, and his son went to Kuwait. 
It should come as no surprise, then, that Tony 
has shown an unstinting dedication to those 
who serve and have served in our nation’s 
armed forces. 

Tony was born in Del Rio, Texas, and grad-
uated from high school in 1963. In January 
1965, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. After boot 
camp in San Diego, California, in April 1965, 
he went aboard the U.S.S. Evans (DE–1023) 
in Bremerton, Washington, as a Machinist’s 
Mate Fireman Apprentice. In August 1967, he 
was assigned to North Island Naval Air Station 
in Coronado, California, as an Airman Aviation 
Ordnance man. He was trained in Search and 
Rescue operations on NHU1 Helicopters, also 
known as Hueys. 

In November 1967, Tony was sent to Oki-
nawa, where he joined a Search and Rescue 
Unit with the 3rd Marine Division Temporary 
Attached Duty (TAD). From Okinawa, he went 
to Cubi Point in the Philippine Islands. At Cubi 
Point, he qualified with an M–60 Machine 
Gun(mounted). In January 1968, he went on 
to Da Nang, South Vietnam. After one year in 
Vietnam, he returned to North Island Naval Air 
Station, where he was Honorably Discharged 
in February 1969. He was awarded the Na-
tional Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Service Medal, Republic 
of Vietnam Service Medal, Expeditionary 
Medal, and Meritorious Service Ribbon. 

In May 1969, Tony went to work for Trav-
elers Insurance Company as a Workman’s 
Compensation Investigator. After Travelers, he 

worked as an inspector at U.S. Can in Com-
merce, California, until his retirement in 2006. 

In 1992, Tony began to become involved 
with the VFW, and began full-time VFW in-
volvement following his retirement. In 2010, he 
was appointed Commander of VFW Post 
4696. 

Tony has shown an inspiring commitment to 
assisting veterans and their families with their 
benefits. He has also been involved with help-
ing homeless Veterans get into VA programs, 
including help with housing, education, and 
medical benefits. He has also enjoyed working 
with local elementary school students. In his 
talks with students, he has described the im-
portance of patriotism, spoken about Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day, and reminded his 
young listeners that freedom is not free. He 
has also described how they can support our 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan by writing let-
ters and sending care packages to our serv-
icemen and women overseas. 

On May 29, 2017, Tony stepped down as 
Commander for Post 4696, but I am pleased 
to hear that he will still be involved with the 
VFW as an at large member. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in sending Tony Zapata 
our deepest gratitude for his record of service 
overseas and here at home. His defense of 
our country, and his faithful support of our vet-
erans and current servicemembers, is an in-
spiration to us all. 
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HONORING FIRE CHIEF DAVID 
SKORYI 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Fire Chief David Skoryi who is retiring 
after serving the Lockport Township commu-
nity for over 25 years. 

Chief Skoryi was raised in Lockport and at-
tended Taft Grade School and Lockport Town-
ship High School. He joined the Lockport 
Township Fire Protection District in 1980 as a 
firefighter and quickly rose through the ranks. 
He became a Lieutenant in 1993, Battalion 
Chief in 1998, and Assistant Chief in 2001. In 
2010, Skoryi was named Lockport Township 
Fire District Chief. 

During his time with the fire district, Chief 
Skoryi reached a number of milestones. He 
was the first Battalion Chief in the depart-
ment’s history and the first full time Training 
Officer. He also served as the Operations 
Chief, the Technical Rescue Team Leader, 
and the Swift Water Rescue Technician. Chief 
Skoryi has also overseen five fire station con-
struction projects in the district. 

Chief David Skoryi is married to Deb Skoryi 
and has three grown children, two of whom 
still live in the area. He plans to spend his re-
tirement with his wife, tending to a small farm 
the couple purchased and traveling in their 
motor home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Chief David Skoryi for his public 
service and congratulate him on his achieve-
ments. He has spent many years protecting 
the people of Lockport and the surrounding 
areas. His dedication is greatly appreciated by 
the residents of the Third District of Illinois. I 
wish him the best in his future endeavors. 

HONORING BENTON POLICE CHIEF 
KIRK LANE 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor 
of Benton Police Chief Kirk Lane’s appoint-
ment as the new Arkansas Drug Officer. His 
experience and activism truly embody what all 
states need in the fight against illegal nar-
cotics. 

Chief Lane is a graduate of the Arkansas 
Law Enforcement Training Academy and the 
FBI National Academy. 

After graduation, Chief Lane spent 20 years 
with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office, where 
he served as the Captain of Criminal Inves-
tigations. 

Chief Lane has gone above and beyond his 
duty in the fight against illegal narcotics by 
participating in many organizations, including 
the Arkansas Drug and Alcohol Coordinating 
Council, the Arkansas Prescription Drug Advi-
sory Board, and the Arkansas Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Board. 

As a recipient of the 2010 Benton Citizen of 
the Year Award and the 2012 Marie Interfaith 
Award, Chief Lane is recognized for his ex-
ceptional character and devotion to commu-
nity. 

I’m proud of my friend Chief Lane, who has 
proven his devotion to law and order, and he 
will be a great addition to Arkansas’s Drug En-
forcement Agency to fight against narcotics 
and reduce the crime rate. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
STEPHEN THOMAS ZAMORA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Stephen Thomas 
Zamora, who proudly served the people of 
Houston, Texas, as a professor at the Univer-
sity of Houston Law Center for nearly thirty-six 
years. 

Stephen Zamora was born on June 26, 
1944, in Los Angeles, California. Steve grad-
uated from Servite High School in 1962, and 
earned a B.A. from Stanford University four 
years later. It was there where he met and 
married his wife, Lois. Together, they worked 
for the Peace Corps for two years. Afterwards, 
Steve graduated first in his class with a law 
degree from the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1972. 

After law school, in 1973, Stephen served 
as a Postgraduate Fellow at the University 
Consortium for World Order Studies in Gene-
va, Switzerland. He would then practice inter-
national law at the World Bank in Washington 
D.C. from 1974 to 1978 before settling in 
Houston, Texas. 

Mr. Zamora joined the University of Houston 
Law Center’s faculty and served as the first 
dean of Hispanic origin from 1995 to 2000. He 
also dedicated his independent research at 
the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law to Mexi-
can law and relations. For his work, he was 
awarded the highest distinction by the Mexi-
can government to a foreign national, the 
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